Harman conducts plant rescue at new neighborhood
By Angela Delp
Bulldozers will soon comb out roads and sites for Harvey Harman’s eco-friendly neighborhood Village Neighborhoods at Bray Park. 
Recently, more than a dozen people from surrounding areas visited the neighborhood to rescue trees and native North Carolina plants to transplant them elsewhere.
Plants were only allowed to be removed from areas where roads would be built.

Tom Driscoll of Chapel Hill was one of those who collected several ferns, wild ginger and some redbud trees on April 26.

He plans to replant the foliage in his yard.

“We are grateful to Harvey for allowing us to do this,” he said. “We’ve been able to get a number of plants we otherwise wouldn’t have.”

Cathy Wells of Chapel Hill found a small dogwood tree, several varieties of ferns, running cedar and ginger for her garden.

She said her friend Carolyn Ikenburg, who also attended the plant rescue, has created a garden using only native North Carolina plants.
“This is my second plant rescue but Carolyn has participated in several,” she said.

Jeannette Lundy of Asheboro rescued ferns, ginger, geraniums, Carolina lillies and Solomon’s seal for her garden. 
Alicia Berry, a landscape architect in Pittsboro, has attended several plant rescues.

“You should never go out in to the woods and just dig up plants,” she said. “You need to leave the ones that will survive where they are.

“Woodland plants work great in a garden.”

She added that rescuing plants is “rewarding.”

“These plants aren’t as showy as something you’ll get at the garden center but they are made to live here.

“And, best of all, they’re free.”

Berry added one of her clients created a “native plants only” garden.

“It took her years to do it but she was recently featured on the Chapel Hill Garden Tour,” she said. 

The North Carolina Native Plant Society’s Chapel Hill chapter helped organize the rescue. 

